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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-15 

AID-20 IGA-02 10-13 ACDA-19 OMB-01 RSR-01 /168W 

013190 

R 04095 1Z AUG 73 

FM AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 104 

INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

CINCLANT 

USCINCEUR 

COMIDEASTFOR 

DIA 

CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1 140 

CINCLANT AND USCINCEUR FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MASS SO UR IT 

SUB J : MILITARY SITUATION 

REF: MOGADISCIO 1053 

1. IN MEETING AUGUST 3, ITALIAN DEFENSE ATTACHE TOLD CHARGE 
THAT DEFENSE MINISTER SAMANTAR STILL VERY WORRIED OVER WHAT 
EQUIPMENT US PROMISED PROVIDE ETHIOPIANS WHEN EMPEROR VISITED 
WASHINGTON. 

2. WHEN ITALIAN DATT SAW SAMANTAR AUGUST 2, DATT TOOK LINE 
THAT HE WAS SURE US HAD PROMISED ETHIOPIANS NO NEW EQUIPMENT. 
SOMALIS HAD NOTHING TO FEAR FROM ETHIOPIANS WHO HAD ONLY ONE- 
THIRD THE NUMBER OF SOMALI TANKS. SAMANTAR DID NOT SEEM TO 
ACCEPT THESE ASSURANCES AND MENTIONED "SEVERAL REPORTS" THAT 
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US HAD PROMISED PROVIDE IEG WITH NEW ARMORED BRIGADE. 
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3. DATT COMMENTED HE BELIEVED SOMALIS WERE FINDING IT DIFFI- 
CULT MAINTAIN CONSTANT ALERT. THERE WAS SOME GRUMBLING ON 
PART OF UNITS STATIONED IN NEW POSTS ALONG BORDER AND CON 
SEQUENTLY SUFFERING LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS (INCLUDING FACT SOME 
HAD NOT BEEN PAID). FROM MILITARY STANDPOINT, HE PERSONALLY 
BELIEVES ETHIOPIAN MILITARY DEPLOYMENT DOES NOT WARRANT PRE- 
SENT HIGH SOMALI MILITARY ALERT, AND THAT THERE MUST BE POLI- 
TICAL OR DOMESTIC POLICY REASONS FOR ALARMED POSTURE WHICH 
SOMALI DEFENSE FORCES NOW TAKING. CROMWELL 
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